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The Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons in 
West Bengal
The Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons is a winter visitor 
to Pakistan, northern India, and Bangladesh, where it generally 
prefers large rivers, lakes, and reservoirs (Grimmett et al. 2011). 
It has been previously reported from Torsa River (Coochbehar 
District; Patra 2019), Panchanandapur (Malda District; Jha 2020), 
and from Fulbari Barrage (Saha 2013, cited in Khan et al. 2015) 
and Gajoldoba (Patra 2018) (Jalpaiguri District) in West Bengal.

On 14 December 2020, while surveying for migratory 
waterbirds on Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum District (23.83oN, 
87.42oE), a small brown-coloured goose was spotted in a flock 
of about 35 Bar-headed Geese Anser indicus (Gayen 2020). 
At first sight we thought it was a Greylag Goose A. anser, and 
photographed it [120]. Later it was identified as a first winter 
Greater White-fronted Goose based on its smaller size, less 
stocky build, absence of white front on the forehead, but 
presence of a thin line of dark feathers at the base of the bill, 
a dark tip to bill, orange legs and feet, and overall browner 
colouration. Incidentally, Krishnendu Sar and his co-birders had 
also photographed this individual on 13 December 2020 (Sar 
2020). This first winter bird was observed from 13 December 
2020 to 02 January 2021. On 05 January 2021, a Greater 
White-fronted Goose with a prominent white front was spotted 
at the same location by Modak (2021). We consider this to be 
a separate adult based on Reeber (2015: 209–210) who states 
that though a juvenile may transition to the plumage of a first 
formative bird, with adult plumage, it retains the black bill tip; 
however, the bird in XX2 does not have such a tip on its beak. 
Subsequently, this bird was observed by various birders: 09 
January (Banerjee 2021), 11 January (Halder 2021), and 12 
January (Dawn 2021). On 13 January 2021 we also observed 

this individual at the same location (Gayen 2021). It was last 
sighted on 15 January 2021 by Biswajit Mukherjee (121; 
Mukherjee 2021) and his team.

120. First winter Greater White-fronted Goose with Bar-headed Geese at Bakreswar Reservoir, 
Birbhum District, 14 December 2020. 

121. Adult Greater White-fronted Goose at Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum District, on 13 
January 2021. 

We collated past reports of the Greater White-fronted Goose 
from West Bengal in Table 1 (see also Fig. 1). This goose was 
earlier sighted from only four locations in West Bengal. Ours 
is the first report from the south-western and southern region 
of the state (Grimmett et al. 2011; eBird 2021). The Greater 
White-fronted Goose has also been recorded from the adjoining 
states of Assam and Odisha, while no reports exist from Bihar 
or Jharkhand. From Assam, it has been reported from Kaziranga 
National Park (2016–2021), Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (2019–
2021), Pohu Garh and Gourisagar Tank of Sivsagar in 2021, Jia 
Bharali (Kameng River) in 2021, and the Brahmaputra River in 
2013 (Narasimmarajan et al. 2013; eBird 2021). From Odisha, 
it has been reported from Chilika Lake in 1948 (Craven 1949), 
Dhamra River (Bhitarkanika National Park) in December 2012 
(Karuthedathu et al. 2014), and from the Manglajodi wetlands 
(Modak 2016; Deb 2021). Hence, it appears that the bird is a 
sporadic winter visitor to eastern India. 
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Fig. 1. Map showing the different localities of West Bengal from where Greater White-fronted 
goose was reported.
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The Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra in Punjab, 
India
Mattewara Forest, Ludhiana District, Punjab, India (30°59’N, 
75°58’E) is c. 930 Ha in area, and is situated about 20 km 
north-eastwards from Ludhiana on the banks of the Sutlej River. 
Because of its proximity to the river, this habitat is a unique blend 
of riverine and forest ecosystems. 

Table 1. Sighting records of the Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons in West Bengal

1 Fulbari Barrage, Siliguri 3 27 January 2013 Saha 2013

2 Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 3 18 December 2016 Das 2016

3 Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 5 02 December 2018 Patra 2018

4 Torsa Riverbed, Coochbehar 6 15 December 2018 Patra 2019

5 Panchanandapur, Malda 3 22 November–01 December 2020  Jha 2020

6 Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum 1 (first winter) 13 December 2020–02 January 2021 Gayen 2020; Sar 2020

7 Bakreswar Reservoir, Birbhum 1 (adult) 05–15 January 2021 Banerjee 2021; Gayen 2021

8 Gajoldoba, Jalapaiguri 1 21 February 2021 Majumdar 2021

94 Indian Birds Vol. 17 No. 3 (Publ. 8 July 2021)

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1610151165855986&id=100005833539896&sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1610151165855986&id=100005833539896&sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://ebird.org/checklist/S33094914
https://ebird.org/checklist/S80632857
https://m.facebook.com/groups/AskidsofIndianBirds/permalink/1958701154268581/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/groups/AskidsofIndianBirds/permalink/1958701154268581/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
http://www.ebird.org/india
https://ebird.org/checklist/S77654441
https://ebird.org/checklist/S79373683
https://ebird.org/checklist/S79121729
https://ebird.org/checklist/S76530137
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4013125278773058&id=100002268759749
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=4013125278773058&id=100002268759749
https://ebird.org/checklist/S33260494
https://ebird.org/checklist/S78762861
https://m.facebook.com/groups/indianbirds/permalink/10158175742447411/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/groups/indianbirds/permalink/10158175742447411/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1069939953186135&id=100005104204066&sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1069939953186135&id=100005104204066&sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/groups/sundaywatch.org/permalink/1337860913023401/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/groups/sundaywatch.org/permalink/1337860913023401/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
http://www.indianaturewatch.net/displayimage.php?id=388310
https://m.facebook.com/groups/AskidsofIndianBirds/permalink/1944104615728235/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
https://m.facebook.com/groups/AskidsofIndianBirds/permalink/1944104615728235/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
mailto:debayangayen123@gmail.com

